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I commend Chairman Udall and Senator Burr for holding this hearing, and I appreciate this opportunity to express my strong support for four of the bills on the Committee’s agenda today, S.1405, S.1413, S.Res. 275, and H.R.2802.  Each of these bills is important to Massachusetts.  They highlight the prominent role of our state in the Revolutionary War, and will make that history more vivid for visitors. 
S.1405, Longfellow House-Washington's Headquarters National Historic Site Designation Act

S.1405 will make a long overdue correction to the name of the “Henry Wadsworth Longfellow House” in Cambridge.  The bill will re-designate the site as the “Longfellow House-Washington’s Headquarter’s National Historic Site” to recognize the nine months the Father of Our Nation resided there in 1775 and 1776 during the Siege of Boston---the beginning of our War for Independence.

It was here that General Washington created the Continental Army and successfully led the effort to force the British to evacuate the city.  The property was designated a National Historic Site in 1972.  However, Washington’s history at the site was not acknowledged at the time and this bill will correct that oversight.

As historian David McCullough has said, the Longfellow House "is haunted by a cast of characters that is almost unrivaled by any structure in the country, with the possible exception of the White House and Independence Hall.”

Senators Kennedy and Kerry introduced S.1405 in July.  I’m pleased to be a cosponsor now, and I urge the Committee to approve it. 

S.1413, Adams National Historical Park Boundary Addition Act of 2009
S.1413 will expand the boundary of the Adams National Historical Park in Quincy, Massachusetts to include the Quincy Homestead, a property closely associated with the family of our second and sixth Presidents, John Adams and John Quincy Adams.  The current boundary of the Park includes the Adams Family Home, but not the nearby Quincy Homestead.
Edmund Quincy II had the Homestead built in 1686.  Leading up to the American Revolution, it served as a meeting place for John Adams, John Hancock, and other patriots.  Five generations of Quincys, a family that also includes Oliver Wendell Holmes, lived in the Homestead.
The property was designated a National Historic Landmark in 2005, and it is owned today by The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America, who have put great effort into restoring the property to make it fit for visitors.  The Colonial Dame Society strongly supports this bill because it will ensure that this remarkable property is preserved for generations to come.  
Senators Kerry and Kennedy sponsored this legislation, which I’m pleased to cosponsor, and I urge the Committee to approve it.
S.Res.275, A Resolution Honoring the Minute Man National Historical Park on the Occasion of its 50th Anniversary

I’m pleased that the Committee is also considering S.Res.275, which commemorates the 50th anniversary of Minute Man National Historical Park, located in parts of Lexington, Concord, and Lincoln, Massachusetts.  Senator Kerry introduced the resolution on September 21st—the date of the anniversary, and I’m proud to be a cosponsor.  

Minute Man Park is America’s sacred ground.  It is the place where Americans first took up arms against the British, and put the colonies on the path to independence.  The Park contains sites along Battle Road where Minutemen and British soldiers fought during the first battle of the Revolution, including the Old North Bridge in Concord, where the “shot heard ‘round the world” was fired.  
Congress recently approved legislation adding the farm of Colonel James Barrett in Concord to the Park.  Barrett was a leader of the colonial militia at the time, and munitions of the militia were hidden on his farm.  Finding those munitions was a key objective of the British march on Concord and Lexington. 
This resolution is an important recognition of the Park’s special significance in the nation’s history, and I urge the Committee to approve it.
H.R.2802, To provide for an extension of the legislative authority of the Adams Memorial Foundation to establish a memorial to President John Adams in Washington, DC

H.R.2802 will grant a seven-year extension to the Adams Memorial Foundation to continue its work to identify an appropriate site near the National Mall for a monument to our Second President.  Without this extension, the current authorization, enacted in 2001, will expire later this year.  


The Board of the Foundation includes the man who literally wrote the book on John Adams, David McCullough.  The Foundation is proceeding with a review of possible memorial site locations.  The brief extension sought in H.R.2802 will enable this important work to continue, so that an appropriate location can be selected and the design and construction work can begin.
Congressman Bill Delahunt is the sponsor of this bill, which passed the House in September, and I urge the Committee to approve it. 
I’m grateful to the Committee for this opportunity to express my views, and I look forward to working with each of you to enact these important bills for our state.
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