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FULL COMMITTEE FIELD HEARING: to receive testimony on S. 1689, the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks Wilderness Act.

Good Afternoon, Chairman Bingaman and Senator Udall and thank you for the opportunity to testify today before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee regarding S. 1689, The Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks Wilderness Act.  My name is Rolando I. Trevino.  I am the   Director of Engineering Projects for El Paso Corporation’s Western Pipeline group. 

El Paso Corporation is organized around two core businesses—pipelines and exploration and production. We own North America’s largest interstate natural gas pipeline system—approximately 42,000 miles—transporting more than a quarter of the natural gas consumed in the country each day.  Our E&P operation ranks in the top 10 domestic independent producers, operating in high-quality basins across the United States. In New Mexico, El Paso Exploration & Production Company operates more than 1,000 natural gas wells in the Raton Basin, and is a non-operating working interest owner in hundreds more wells in the San Juan Basin.

El Paso Natural Gas Company (EPNG), one of El Paso’s Western Pipelines, owns and operates a system of natural gas pipelines that brings gas from the Permian Basin in Texas and the San Juan Basin in New Mexico and Colorado to West Texas, New Mexico, Nevada, California and Arizona.  In New Mexico, El Paso Natural Gas owns and operates 2788 miles of pipe.  

Today, I am here to testify about how working with Senator Bingaman’s office we have been able to reach an agreement allowing the conservation area created by S. 1689, The Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks Wilderness Act, which would designate public land in Doña Ana County as Wilderness and National Conservation Areas and our pipeline system to co-exist in the best interest of both projects. In particular, we appreciate how the Senator’s staff initially reached out to us to gather input.  We know Senator Bingaman is committed to energy production as well as the environment and we appreciate his willingness to work with us to ensure that we are able to continue to deliver a reliable source of natural gas to his constituents in New Mexico and customers in the surrounding states of Colorado, Texas, Nevada, California and Arizona.  

For the past several months we have been working closely with the Senator and his staff to  achieve this goal. I am pleased to be able to testify today that we have been able to reach an agreement to ensure not only that our pipelines are outside the conservation area but also that the Senator and his staff continued to work with us to ensure that we would be able to do any additional work on the pipeline if necessary or undergo a process known as looping.  Although no final map has been produced at this point, we are attaching a map which generally shows our understanding of the agreement we reached establishing a southern boundary for the conservation area that is sufficiently north of our pipeline facilities to ensure that we can engage in activities necessary to operate and maintain our facilities and to adequately serve our customers. We have placed a black line on the map to demonstrate this location and we look forward to continue working with staff to ensure that the final boundary will be consistent with our discussions.  I ask that this map be entered into the record for today’s hearing.  

Thank you for opportunity to testify and I look forward to answering any questions.  
