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Chairman Udall, Ranking Member Burr, members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to speak in favor of the Chimney Rock National Monument Act of 2010, S.3303. My name is Bob Moomaw and I am a County Commissioner from Archuleta County, Colorado. I’ve been tasked by my fellow Commissioners, and the citizens of Archuleta County, to testify in support of this important legislation.

Chimney Rock is located in Archuleta County, in the Four Corners region of Southwest Colorado. The site is located just 20 minutes west of the town of Pagosa Springs and represents a unique archaeological experience. I will focus my comments on the positive economic impacts the National Monument designation would have on Archuleta County and the surrounding region. 

Archuleta County is blessed with some of the most beautiful scenery God has given to the state of Colorado and the nation. We have also been blessed with excellent representation from our Federal elected officials, you - Senator Udall and Senator Bennet; and in the past, Senator Ken Salazar, now Secretary of the Interior, and Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell. 

A little about where I hail from - Archuleta County encompasses roughly 900,000 acres of which 66% is Federal land, including Forest Service, BLM and the Southern Ute Nation. In addition, Archuleta County is bordered by 2.8 million acres of Forest Service land. Despite our overwhelming natural beauty, Archuleta County is also a county of stark extremes. 
On one hand we have great wealth - with one of our trophy ranches having just sold for $47 million dollars. On the other we also unfortunately have widespread poverty, particularly among our indigenous long-term residents.  Our per capita income is only $21,683.00. Continued sustainable economic growth is essential to the future prosperity of Archuleta County.  That is why the Chimney Rock National Monument Bill of 2010 is so important.

The legislation would not only protect a nationally-significant site, but it would bring prominence to our small community. Our economy is mostly based around tourism, construction, and real estate. 26% of our homes are second homes, with 47% of the property owned by non-residents. Regrettably, the national economic downturn has hit our area very hard, with the construction and real estate segments of our economy essentially disappearing. 

Prior to the downturn, Archuleta County was one of the fastest growing counties in the country.  We were listed in a host of magazines and books as one of the most desirable places to move nationwide. Since the downturn we have unfortunately lost approximately 10% of our population and currently have a 10.6% unemployment rate.

Now I don’t want to give you the impression we are coming to the federal government to solve our problems. We have already moved aggressively to stimulate our economy and pull ourselves out of this recession. We have formed a new economic development corporation that is already bringing new business to Archuleta County to diversify our economy. Yet struggles in our County continue.  While there is no silver bullet to fix our region’s economic woes; the Commission feels that this new National Monument would be a tremendous help.  

The site certainly warrants Monument status.  As a Commission we support the legislation – both for giving Chimney Rock the recognition it deserves and for the new visitors it will bring to our County. As briefly discussed earlier, the remnants of the unique Chacoan culture consist primarily of Chaco Canyon, a World Heritage site; Mesa Verde National Park; and what is currently the little-known Chimney Rock Archeological Area.  

Many tourists - including folks from as far away as Europe and Asia - travel from Chaco Canyon to Mesa Verde to get what is perceived to be the complete picture of the Chaco culture. Sadly for Archuleta County, these tourists are often unaware of nearby Chimney Rock and its significance to the Ancestral Pueblo people.

It is our hope that a National Monument designation would change that. Tourists from across the world will come to see the Monument, and then stay in our hotels, eat in our restaurants, and hopefully even visit our world-famous hot springs.

A similar change occurred with Canyon of the Ancients – located in a neighboring community in Colorado. After Canyon of the Ancients received Monument status, tourism went up dramatically.  

Chairman Udall, members of the committee, it is for the aforementioned reasons that Archuleta County, surrounding counties, and the Southern Ute Nation are in support of this designation. Archuleta County respectfully asks that you favorably report the Chimney Rock National Monument Act of 2010 out of your committee for consideration by the full Senate. 

Passage of this legislation would protect a vulnerable national treasure and bring important sustainable economic development to our tourism-based economy. Thank you for your time and the invitation to testify. I appreciated the opportunity to share my thoughts on Chimney Rock and its importance to our region.  I am happy to answer any questions should you have them. 

