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Chairman Wyden, Senator Barrasso and members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to speak to you. 

My name is Gary Amerine and I own and operate Greys River Trophies with my wife Jenny. Our business is a hunting, fishing and horseback riding outfit in the Wyoming Range of western Wyoming. Jenny is here with me today. These mountains provide our livelihood and a safe environment where we’ve lived for many years and have raised three wonderful daughters. 
I’d like to tell you a little bit about this special place. From our living room, we can look out across our horse pasture and see the spine of the Wyoming Range to the west. Wyoming Peak, the tallest mountain in the range, is one of many over 11,000 feet. It dominates our view. These mountains have streams with rare cutthroat trout, forests and meadows full of elk, mule deer and moose.
The first time I came to the Wyoming Range, I was 20 years old. At that time, I was on a mission to hunt in as many western states as I could, from Idaho to Colorado to Montana. Then I came to the Wyoming Range. Something took hold on me. I came back every year and then I finally got tired of the commute and I stayed.

People from all over the world come to enjoy the Wyoming Range. They come to hunt, they come to fish, and they come to just relax. Nearly every type of recreation is there—backcountry skiing, snowmobiling, horseback riding, backpacking, canoeing and much more. 

There are two Wyoming men who I’d like to thank who recognized the values of this special place. The first is Senator Craig Thomas who passed away last summer. Senator Thomas loved Wyoming and he loved the Wyoming Range. He wanted to see it stay the way it is now in its pristine state.

The other man I’d like to personally and publicly thank at this time is Senator John Barrasso. Senator, thank you for your vision, your leadership, and your courage. 

Last year, I got on an airplane for the first time in about twenty years to come visit Senator Thomas and talk about the Wyoming Range. I don’t like flying. But I’ll tell you, this is important. It’s important enough for me to swallow my dislike of flying and come to speak to you today. 
The Wyoming Range Legacy Act sets aside 1.2 million acres of public national forest from future oil and gas leasing. It draws a circle around these mountains and says—oil and gas are important to our nation’s energy needs, but not here. This is a place where other uses and other diverse businesses contribute to other segments of our economy—in particular ranching and tourism. These are aspects of our economy that are sustainable and renewable. Oil and gas are not.
I am not against oil and gas development. I’m not a hypocrite. I heat my home with natural gas. I burn fossil fuels when I haul my horses into the mountains. But I do think that there are places that are too special to drill. Come on out and see for yourself, I’ll have a horse saddled for you.
Wyoming is leading the way in energy production. Sublette County where I live, is a big part of it. Two of the country’s largest gas fields, the Pinedale Anticline and the Jonah Field, are within a short drive of my house. These gas fields provide jobs and they provide many other benefits to the local and state economy. But energy development is also having a negative impact on our wildlife. 

We Wyoming people are a practical lot. We know that sometimes it is tough to live here, far away from shopping malls and interstates. But we also love our wildlife and our wild country. We know that there is a place for balance and the Wyoming Range Legacy Act is a step toward that balance. I am not alone. Thousands of people from all over Wyoming and across this country, from all walks of life, support this legislation. 
Today, 26 million acres of about 30 million acres of federal land in the state of Wyoming are available for energy leasing. We’d like to keep the Wyoming Range for our kids. For their kids and for your kids. For balance.
