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Introduction:
Greetings from Fremont County in the Great State of Idaho

Thank you Mr. Chairman and committee members for this opportunity to testify on behalf of the citizens of Fremont County

I retired from the U.S. Forest Service 3 years ago after working 41 years, 25 of those years were spent in Fire Management on the Ashton – Island Park Ranger District of the 
       Caribou – Targhee National Forest.
Currently I am serving my 2nd term as a Fremont County Commissioner.
I come here today not as a paid environmentalist or lobbyist but as an elected official to discuss S. 1470, Forest Jobs and Recreation Act of 2009. I am very concerned about the welfare of the residents of Fremont County and the economic impact that S 1470 will have on the businesses of Island Park and eventually Fremont County.

We as a County have no issue with the Northern portion of the proposed Mt. Jefferson Wilderness area.  We do take issue with the Southern portion of the area being included in the proposed wilderness area.  In the Beaverhead - Deerlodge Management Plan the preferred alternative is to leave the Southern portion open to snowmobiling and close the Northern portion to snowmobiling.  This alternative is a win win for the users of the area (including cross country skiers, snow shoeing and snowmobiles) and has been working well for the last 5 years.  This is an issue that the State Snowmobile Association and local residents have collaborated with and have the stamp of approval from the Forest Service.
Economic Impacts:
1. Removing Mt. Jefferson from the public lands which are available to ride will put the local snowmobile rental dealers out of business. This in turn will have a domino effect on the local restaurants, motels, rental cabins and eventually the tax base of Fremont County.  The Island Park area generates 51% of the property taxes in Fremont County.  Many snowmobile users own cabins in the area and do spend a lot of money while recreating here. Our neighboring county has $127 million worth of foreclosures and has laid off workers, reduced hours on other workers and reduced services.  This is not due to any wilderness bill but does shows that this part of our country is head long into the recession. 
2. Kevin Phillips one of three snowmobile dealers in Island Park told me over lunch this past week that 90% of his snowmobile rentals are bound for Mt Jefferson. These users are coming in large groups from the Midwest specifically to ride in the Mt. Jefferson area. His final comment to me was, “this is a very real situation and if Mt. Jefferson is lost to riding, myself and other businesses will be gone in less than a year after the closing of the area”.
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3. The residents of Island Park re-tooled their economy following the collapse of the logging industry in the area some twenty years ago. By removing the availability to ride in the Mt. Jefferson area they will be forced into an economic corner which they will not be able to escape.
4. National statistics indicate that only 3% of the population actually uses the designated wilderness areas across the country. They also indicate that it is less than 3% during the winter months. I assume these numbers apply to those wilderness areas which are more accessible than Mt. Jefferson.
5. Does it make good economical sense to destroy a community’s economy and life style for a user rate of less than 3% and a land mass figure of less than ½ of 1% of the total acreage to be designated as Wilderness under S 1470? 

6. To designate the Southern area of Mt. Jefferson as wilderness will cost the State of Idaho, Fremont County and Island Park jobs, business and recreation opportunities
Limited Riding Area:
1. In the 70’s and 80’s the Island Park and Ashton Rangers Districts of the Targhee National Forest had the largest and longest lasting timber sale in the history of the Forest Service.  This timber sale clear cut thousands of acres of beetle killed Lodge Pole Pine and lasted well over 20 years.  A saw mill was built in the County to accommodate the large volume of timber being generated.  As a result of this massive timber sale hundreds of large open areas were created to ride snow machines in.  It has been over 2 decades since the last timber was cut in that sale and those clear cuts have now re-generated with new 20’ trees. With these new trees the riding opportunities have all but disappeared in those large openings.  It was a very good plan for the Forest health but has forced the snowmobiles to other areas.
2. In the past few years the snowmobile use in Yellowstone National Park has been severely reduced with the limitations being placed on the number and kinds of snowmobiles allowed in the Park. The Island Park area has a common boundary with Yellowstone National Park. The limitations in the Park have also restricted the riding opportunities from Island Park into the Yellowstone area.
3. If the Southern portion of the proposed Mt. Jefferson Wilderness Area is placed in to wilderness status another 2500 acres of riding area will be eliminated.
4. In the Island Park area approximately 250 miles of snowmobile trails are groomed at least once each week. Fremont County is the largest trail grooming program in the State of Idaho.  These trails connect too many other trails in Montana and Wyoming.  These trails are used by the less experienced riders that come to the area. Mt. Jefferson is used by the intermediate and advanced riders
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Issues to be Considered: 
· Mt. Jefferson is a destination to snowmobile riders as Yellowstone National Park is too many vacationers.   

· The Southern half of the proposed wilderness area is less than ½ of 1 % of the total land mass that Senator Tester has requested in S. 1470    

· The Southern portion is completely surrounded and protected on the Idaho side from motorized vehicles during the summer months by a Roadless Area which shares a common boundary with the proposed wilderness.
· Is the economic stability of this small Idaho community worth the 3% of the local population that might use this area in the summer and even less in the winter?
· The compromise of shared users has been in place for 5 years and has worked satisfactorily up to now.

· The Southern portion of the proposed wilderness is only accessible from Idaho and meets the needs of recreation dependent economies in the local communities.

· Fremont County has the largest and most active Search and Rescue unit in the state of Idaho. They have completed several rescues of cross country skiers and snowmobile riders in this area.  If this area is placed into a wilderness classification where only cross country skiing and snow shoeing have access the Search and Rescue will have no motorized means of access to needed rescues.
· It is the only area in Island Park where the rugged challenging high mountain experience can be found.

· Mt. Jefferson can also be easily accessed by intermediate riders who are seeking outstanding scenery.

· A few back county skiers use the area; their needs can be satisfied by the Northern half that is closed to snowmobiling.
Conclusion:
Mr. Chairman and committee members the recession is alive and well in Fremont County. I ask you at this time to exclude the Southern portion of Mt. Jefferson from the proposed Wilderness designation.
In closing I would ask that you remember that the snow machines tracks left by users of this area will disappear when the snow melts, but if this wilderness area is permitted the economic impact on the businesses and the community of Island Park will last forever.
I would like to thank the committee for the opportunity to testify today: 
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Typical Lodgepole Pine Timber Stand
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Arial view of even aged Lodgepole Pine Timber Stands
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Note the density of the timber stands





Northern Portion


Closed to Snowmobiles 
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