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P.O. Box 389
Deer Lodge, MT   59722

Sherman Anderson
Testimony Submitted to Sub-committee on Public Lands and Forests
Senators, Chairman Wyden, Members of the Sub-committee on Public Land and Forests of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources:


I would like to submit written testimony in support of the Forest Jobs & Recreation Act, Senate Bill 1470, sponsored by Senator Jon Tester and co-sponsored by Senator Max Baucus, both from my state of Montana.  


I live in the small town of Deer Lodge, MT, population of 3,500 people, located in southwestern Montana.  My wife and I own and operate several small businesses in Deer Lodge.  The sawmill, when in full operation, employees 225 people and our logging company employs 50 people.  We also hire for contracted services another 50 to 75 people. 


This bill is very important to us and many other wood products industry people in Montana that rely on timber as a renewable resource for not only our livelihood but also for the many others in our small rural communities who are so dependent on the wood products industry located in and around these small towns.


In a state where approximately 61% of our forested land is owned and managed by the U.S. Forest Service, the wood products industry is one crucial tool that is absolutely necessary for helping to manage these lands.  The only other available tool is fire.


We are watching our forests each year deteriorate and die from insect infestation and disease, creating a serious threat of catastrophic wildfires to come, destroying not only the timber resource but also the habitat connected to it:  wildlife, fisheries, recreation, livestock grazing, domestic water supplies, energy supply (power, gas and oil transmission lines), homes, communities and yes, putting many people’s lives at risk.  Not only those of us who live in and around the forests but those individuals whose job it  becomes to try to protect these communities, people and resources by trying to control these fires.
Now let me give you just one specific example of why this bill is so important:




Our sawmill utilizes fifty million board feet (12,500 truckloads) of logs per year.  On the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest that surrounds us, the old forest plan had an allowable sale quantity of forty million board feet of timber per year.  The new forest plan calls for reducing this to fourteen million board feet per year, these harvest levels for a forest of over three million acres, a forest that could easily sustain forty million board feet per year!  The reasons given by the Forest Service for not only the reductions in the forest plan but also the Forest Service’s inability to produce what was in the old forest plan are many.  The two major reasons given are controversy and budget constraints – nothing mentioned about sustainability.  They cannot adequately manage our forests driven by controversy and budgets that continue to be used up in trying to control wildfires.  Fifty percent of their budget is now being used for wildfire suppression.
Our current timber sale volume under contract consists of 90% private, 7% State, and 3% National Forest timber.  Now, keep in mind we are surrounded by 61% of our forested land being National Forests.  This is a similar example of many other mills and forests and communities throughout Montana.  We need to have access to these National Forests for the wood products industry to survive in Montana.  This problem comes from over 25 years of fighting over the use of these public lands.  This gridlock has created huge problems for all users of our public lands.  We have lost a large percentage of our wood products infra-structure over that same period of time and it continues.  We all are witnessing what happens when the infrastructure is gone as has happened in Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah, where they are now struggling, having no other means but fire to manage their forests.  When you lose the woods products industry, as they have in these states, you also lose the trained work force that is necessary to do restoration work. 

In Montana, we have seen our industry shrink from 38 sawmills employing approximately 15,000 people in both the mills and woods, to just 10 mills today and about 5000 workers. We also have two particle board plants and a pulp mill that is depended on sawmills for their raw material supply. All of these facilities are at risk due to the ongoing conflicts over management of our National Forests.     
This bill attempts to resolve the gridlock by bringing together diverse groups with many different interests to resolve problems and create jobs, by managing our forest resources, performing needed restoration work, preserving our high mountain backcountry, guaranteeing recreational opportunities, protecting our water, hunting and fishing, grazing for livestock and all other uses of our precious National Forested lands.

I thank Senator Tester for presenting this bill.  I ask for your support to move this bill forward.  I ask for your support for not only the people who live in Montana but all of the people in this great nation that come to Montana to enjoy all it has to offer.
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