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Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Heinrich, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the views of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Forest Service on legislation affecting the management of National Forest System lands
and the communities and natural resources that depend on them.

The Forest Service manages approximately 193 million acres of national forests and grasslands.
Across these lands, our employees work every day to protect communities from wildfire,
improve forest and watershed health, provide access to public lands, support rural economies,
and manage these resources for the many uses and benefits Americans expect from their National
Forest System.

Many of the bills before the Committee today address circumstances where effective land
management depends on cooperation across jurisdictional boundaries. States, Tribes, counties,
communities, Federal agencies, conservation organizations, and private landowners all have
important roles in sustaining healthy and resilient landscapes. The Forest Service welcomes
opportunities to strengthen those partnerships while ensuring that statutory requirements are
clear, workable, and focused on delivering results on the ground.

S. 4103 — “Save Our Sequoias Act”

S. 4103, the Save Our Sequoias Act, would establish a coordinated framework to improve the
health and resiliency of giant sequoias on National Forest System lands and other covered
Federal lands in California.

The bill would strengthen coordination among Federal, State, Tribal, and local land managers
through shared stewardship and would codify the existing Giant Sequoia Lands Coalition. The
Coalition would develop and annually update a Giant Sequoia Health and Resiliency Assessment
to identify groves affected by or at risk from severe disturbance, prioritize needed treatments,
and track protection, reforestation, and rehabilitation activities.



The bill would also establish a seven-year emergency framework for Giant Sequoia Protection
Projects in response to wildfire, insects, and drought. Authorized activities would include
hazardous fuels reduction, prescribed fire, removal of hazard or dead and dying trees, treatments
to address overcrowding, and actions addressing insects, disease, invasive species, and
vegetative encroachment. Qualifying projects would be eligible for a categorical exclusion,
subject to specified acreage limits and extraordinary-circumstances procedures.

S. 4103 would further require a Giant Sequoia Reforestation and Rehabilitation Strategy and
establish additional implementation tools, including Strike Teams, collaborative restoration
grants, insect monitoring and technology partnerships, expanded stewardship contracting
authorities, and a philanthropic program and fund to support conservation and post-fire
reforestation.

The Forest Service supports the intention of the bill and would appreciate the opportunity to
work with the Committee to improve implementation. Greater clarity regarding the respective
authorities of the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior would help ensure that each
Department can efficiently carry out activities on lands under its jurisdiction, including with
respect to the expansion of any existing shared stewardship agreements. Clarification of how the
bill's emergency authorities and expedited procedures interact with required environmental
reviews and consultations would also support consistent implementation.

We also recommend updating statutory and regulatory references, clarifying applicability within
the Giant Sequoia National Monument, and ensuring that project acreage limitations allow
treatments to address conditions at an appropriate scale.

The bill creates several new coordination, reporting, and implementation mechanisms in addition
to the existing Giant Sequoia Lands Coalition. Minimizing duplication, including potential
overlap with the proposed Strike Teams, would help focus personnel and resources on
implementing needed protection and restoration work.

The Forest Service looks forward to working with the Committee to address implementation
issues.

S. 5293 — “Pilot for Regional Emergency Prepositioning of Aerial Resources and
Equipment Act” or “PREPARE Act”

S. 5293 directs the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Forest Service Deputy Chief for
Fire and Aviation Management, and the Secretary of the Interior to establish a pilot program for
the seasonal prepositioning of aerial wildfire suppression resources for early-season fine fuel
wildland fires in Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas, South Dakota, and Wyoming. The bill directs that
the pilot be established in accordance with each State’s Master Cooperative Wildland Fire
Management and Stafford Act Response Agreement and in consultation with the Rocky
Mountain Area Coordination Center. The bill directs the Departments to carry out the pilot using
funding otherwise available for wildland fire management.

The Forest Service shares the bill sponsor’s goal of ensuring rapid and effective wildfire
response. Executive Order 14308, Empowering Commonsense Wildfire Prevention and
Response, directs USDA and the Department of the Interior to strengthen partnerships that



improve wildfire response, promote year-round response readiness, and develop performance
metrics that include wildfire response times. Secretary Rollins’ 2026 Direction to Wildland Fire
Leadership (memo 1078-022) and Chief Schultz’s 2026 Fire Letter of Intent also emphasize
accelerated initial attack, pre-positioning of resources, and rapid, coordinated wildfire response.
Further, the 2027 Budget proposes to shift the Forest Service’s wildland fire programs into the
U.S. Wildland Fire Service within the Department of the Interior to continue to improve Federal
responsiveness thorough increased operations efficiency and effectiveness year-round.

The Forest Service supports the intent of S. 5293 to improve preparedness and reduce response
times during periods of elevated early-season wildfire risk. However, much of the operational
direction considered by the bill is addressed through existing and evolving interagency
preparedness, predictive-services, and resource-allocation processes. We would like to work with
the Committee and bill sponsor to ensure that the pilot complements these efforts, avoids
unnecessary duplication, and preserves the ability of national and geographic-area fire managers
to position and reallocate our finite aviation resources as fire conditions and national priorities
change. This flexibility is especially important because early-season fine-fuel fires in the States
identified by the bill frequently occur on lands outside Forest Service jurisdiction and require a
coordinated interagency and State response.

S. 5359 — “Pennington County Land Conveyance Act”

S. 5359, the “Pennington County Land Conveyance Act”, directs the Secretary of Agriculture to
convey all right, title, and interest of the United States to approximately nine acres of Federal
land within the boundary of the Black Hills National Forest to Pennington County, South Dakota,
without consideration and subject to any terms and conditions that the Secretary determines to be
appropriate, as soon as practicable after the date of enactment. Following the conveyance, the
bill directs the Secretary to modify the boundary of the Black Hills National Forest to reflect the
conveyance of the Federal land.

The Pennington County Highway Department has expressed an interest in vacating their current
highway maintenance facility in Hill City, South Dakota, and relocating to a new facility at this
site on Forest Service lands. Re-locating the maintenance facility would offer several benefits to
both the County and the Forest Service, including: allowing the Highway Department to better
service County roads in the vicinity and providing adequate space for County maintenance
equipment, as well as providing a water source for Forest Service wildland fire engines and a
secure, fenced location for Forest Service employees to store equipment and trailers while staff
are working in adjacent Forest Service lands in a remote part of the district.

Separately, the County and the Black Hills National Forest have discussed the potential
conveyance to the United States of approximately 1.5 acres of County-owned land at the Hill
City location after the County vacates its existing maintenance facility, which is co-located with
the Forest Service’s Hill City Fire and Construction and Maintenance crew workstation. The
Forest Service could use that parcel to expand the current workstation.

Currently, the nine acres of Forest Service land proposed for conveyance is growing young
timber and is also being used as a piling location for slash from previous harvesting operations.



The Forest Service supports S. 5359 and would appreciate the opportunity to work with the bill
sponsor and Committee to ensure the bill includes the necessary language to facilitate the
execution of this conveyance.

H.R. 1682 — “Benefits that Endure for Lifetimes of Service Act” or “BELO'S Act”

The Benefits that Endure for Lifetimes of Service Act would amend the Federal Lands
Recreation Enhancement Act to make a free lifetime National Parks and Federal Recreation
Lands Pass available to an individual who is the survivor entitled to a death gratuity under 10
U.S.C. § 1475 or dependency and indemnity compensation under chapter 13 of title 38.

The Forest Service supports this legislation.

Conclusion

The Forest Service appreciates the Committee's continued attention to the management and
stewardship of the National Forest System and to the needs of the communities that depend on
these lands.

Effective legislation can help us strengthen partnerships, reduce unnecessary barriers to
implementation, and provide our field employees with clear and practical authorities to
accomplish work on the ground. As the Committee considers these proposals, the Forest Service
welcomes the opportunity to work with you and the bills' sponsors to address implementation
issues and ensure that legislation supports effective, efficient, and durable land management.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this statement for the record.



