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Chairman Udall, Ranking Member Burr and other members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of S. 760 and H.R.1849 to designate the Liberty Memorial as the National World War I Memorial and to establish a World War I Centennial Commission.  Along with my Missouri colleagues, Representatives Akin, Blunt, Carnahan, Clay, Emerson, Graves, Luetkemeyer, and Skelton, plus 101 other House cosponsors, we introduced and passed a bill in the House of Representatives designating the Liberty Memorial at the National World War I Museum in Kansas City, Missouri as the National World War I Memorial by a vote of 418-1.  This bill also establishes a Centennial Commission to ensure a fitting observance of the centennial of World War I. 

The First World War extended through four of the bloodiest years in world history.  This truly global conflict involved the world’s major powers, mobilizing over 70 million military forces.  The War to End All Wars ended with an armistice on November 11, 1918 on the Western Front in Europe, after approximately 16 million military and civilian deaths across the globe, including 375,000 American casualties.  The death and destruction of World War I irrevocably impacted the lens through which people viewed the world:  The optimism that initiated the early 1900s was swiftly sobered by a consciousness that came to be known as the Lost Generation.

Many people, however, were determined to make this generation a generation remembered and honored.  Concerned American citizens in Kansas City, Missouri initiated a movement to erect a lasting and meaningful monument to the men and women who served and died for liberty in World War I.
According to R.A. Long, the founding president of the Liberty Memorial Association, the 217-foot Liberty Memorial was intended to represent “on the part of all people, a living expression for all time of the gratitude of a grateful people to those who offered and who gave their lives in defense of liberty and our country.”  In 1919, the people of Kansas City, Missouri expressed an outpouring of support and raised more than $2,500,000.00, or the equivalent of $30, 815,028.90 today, in two weeks for a memorial to the service of Americans in World War I.  This fundraising was an accomplishment unparalleled by any other city in the United States and reflected the passion of public opinion about World War I, at the forefront of everyone’s memory.

H. Van Buren Magonigle won a national architectural competition officiated by the American Institute of Architects to further transform the Liberty Memorial idea into reality.  On November 1, 1921, nearly 200,000 people witnessed the dedication of the site for the Liberty memorial in Kansas City, Missouri.  The dedication marked the only time in history that the five allied military leaders – Lieutenant General Baron Jacques of Belgium, General Armando Diaz of Italy, Marshall Ferdinand Foch of France, General John J. Pershing of the United States, and Admiral Lord Earl Beatty of Great Britain, were together at one place.  General Pershing echoed the significance of the dedication by asserting, “[t]he people of Kansas City, Missouri are deeply proud of the beautiful memorial, erected in tribute to the patriotism, the gallant achievements, and their heroic sacrifices of their sons and daughters who served in our country’s armed forces during the World War.  It symbolized their grateful appreciation of duty well done, an appreciation which I share, because I know so well how richly it is merited.”

Shortly after its dedication, the Liberty Memorial was again distinguished during an Armistice Day ceremony in 1926 when President Calvin Coolidge marked the beginning of its three-year construction project by laying the cornerstone of the memorial.  In his dedication speech, President Coolidge declared that “[…] the magnitude of this memorial and the broad base of popular support on which it rests, can scarcely fail to excite national wonder and admiration […].”  A message on the Liberty Memorial’s tower bears an inscription that inspired its namesake:  “In Honor of Those Who Served in the World War in Defense of Liberty and our Country.”  Four stone “Guardian Spirits” representing courage, honor, patriotism, and sacrifice proudly perch above an observation deck, making the Liberty Memorial a noble tribute to all who served in World War I.

The evidence articulated above demonstrates that the Liberty Memorial already is, has been, and deserves to be regarded as a national tribute to World War I.  This legislation aims to make official what so many people already consider to be the National World War I Memorial.

While we look to the Liberty Memorial in remembrance of World War I, we likewise must look to the upcoming World War I centennial, to be honored in 2017.  To ensure a proper observance of the World War I centennial, this legislation also aims to create a commission to be known as the World War I Centennial Commission.  The Commission will promote not only a suitable observance of the centennial of World War I, but will also recognize the values of honor, courage, patriotism, and sacrifice, in keeping with the representation of these values through the four Guardian Sprits sculpted on the Liberty Memorial Monument.  The Commission will plan, develop, and execute programs, projects, and activities to commemorate the centennial of World War I.  With Kansas City, Missouri as its official host, the Commission will be composed of twenty-four members who will work together to facilitate and coordinate activities throughout the United States to honor the Great War.

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Burr, it is with great pride that I speak for myself, our Missouri Congressional Delegation and the citizens of Missouri in support of this legislation to make official the historic, powerful, and unparalleled stature of the Liberty Memorial as the National World War I Memorial coupled with the establishment of the World War I Centennial Commission to properly observe the World War I centennial.  We owe the Liberty Memorial’s designation as the National World War I Memorial to the hundreds of thousands of people, including those who served our country in World War I, who have looked to the Liberty Memorial as the interminable symbol of sacrifice and sovereignty that continue to shape our country.  The World War I Centennial Commission will further observe America’s historic commitment to freedom and appropriately remember those who fought for our country in the War to End All Wars.

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Burr, attached to my testimony is an overview of events at the Liberty Memorial, a time line of Significant Dates at the Liberty Memorial and reasons to support the Liberty Memorial designation as the National World War I Memorial.   
Attachment

Overview, Timeline and Reasons to Support of the Liberty Memorial as the National WWI Memorial

Historical Background Overview
· An armistice was declared on November 11, 1918 to end the fighting on the Western Front.  

· Concerned citizens in Kansas City, Missouri were determined to commemorate those who served in WWI.  

· Shortly after the armistice in November 1918, community leaders galvanized a campaign to raise money for the construction of a lasting tribute to the men and women who fought in WWI. 

· Within ten days – during an influenza epidemic – Kansas Citians raised $2.5 million for the construction of what came to be known as the Liberty Memorial.  $2.5 million calculated for inflation in today’s currency would be worth $30,815,028.90.  
· This fundraising was an accomplishment unparalleled by any other city in the United States and reflected the passion of public opinion about World War I, at the forefront of everyone’s memory. The slogan of the campaign was “Lest the Ages Forget.” 

· Following the fund raiser was a national competition for the selection of the New York architect H. Van Buren Magonigle.  

· Construction of the Liberty Memorial began in 1921 which was commemorated with a dedication ceremony on November 1, 1921, attended by General John J. Pershing of the United States; Admiral Lord Beatty of Great Britain; General Armando Diaz of Italy; Marshal Ferdinand Foch of France; and Lieutenant General Baron Jacques of Belgium.  

· The dedication marked the only time in history that the five allied military leaders were together at one place.  

· The allied military leaders spoke to a crowd of nearly 200,000.  

· General Pershing echoed the significance of the dedication by asserting, “[t]he people of Kansas City, Missouri are deeply proud of the beautiful memorial, erected in tribute to the patriotism, the gallant achievements, and their heroic sacrifices of their sons and daughters who served in our country’s armed forces during the World War.  It symbolized their grateful appreciation of duty well done, an appreciation which I share, because I know so well how richly it is merited.”   

· Harry S. Truman played a high-profile role in the parade following the 1921 dedication ceremony as Vice Chairman of the Decoration Committee of the American Legion.  

· On Armistice Day in 1926, President Calvin Coolidge marked the beginning of the three-year construction project by laying the cornerstone of the memorial.  

· In his dedication speech, President Coolidge declared that “[…] the magnitude of this memorial and the broad base of popular support on which it rests, can scarcely fail to excite national wonder and admiration […].”  

· There has been a Veterans Day observance at the Liberty Memorial every year since 1926.  

· There has been a Memorial Day observance at the Liberty Memorial every year since 1948.  

· A rededication ceremony in 1961 was marked by the attendance of President Harry S. Truman and President Dwight D. Eisenhower.  

· Then Mayor H. Roe Bartle expressed his support of the rededication ceremony:  “For four decades Kansas City has pointed to its unique and unusual war memorial with pride. Millions of people from over the globe have visited our shrine to our heroic dead who fought in World War I for freedom of the world.  It pleases me that the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and other veterans’ associations are joining hands with the city to make the 40th anniversary program an event not soon to be forgotten.”  

· Representatives from 57 nations were present at the rededication ceremony; this was the largest diplomatic gathering ever assembled in the Middle West.  

· A crowd of 40,000 attended the ceremony; as in the celebrations of 1921 and 1926, schools dismissed afternoon classes and businesses around Kansas City closed their doors for the event.  

· President Eisenhower delivered a speech addressing his hopes for everlasting world peace and the elimination of totalitarian power.  

· A rededication ceremony in 2002 was attended by General Myers as the Keynote as well as dignitaries from Italy, France, Belgium, and the United Kingdom.  

· The Liberty Memorial that overlooks Kansas City extends far beyond the Kansas City limits.  The Memorial serves as a perennial reminder of and for all Americans who served our country during World War I.  
Reasons to support the Liberty Memorial as the World War I National Memorial
· The Liberty Memorial already exists and would not require any additional construction.  

· The Liberty Memorial is open to a partnership with the National Parks Service, but would prefer independent administration.  

· The Liberty Memorial was recognized by the 106th Congress as a national symbol of World War I. (The concurrent Resolution was passed on October 24, 2000, “Recognizing the Liberty Memorial in Kansas City, Missouri, as a national World War I symbol honoring those who defended liberty and our country through service in World War I.”)  

· The Liberty Memorial is a National Landmark (as of September 20, 2006).  

· The Liberty Memorial has been designated as a National Symbol for World War I.  

· The Liberty Memorial ultimately seeks the recognition as the National WWI Memorial; it does not necessarily wish to be managed by the National Parks Service.  As with the designation of the National WWI Museum, the Liberty Memorial would prefer to be independently administered.  Hundreds of thousands of people - since the memorial’s inception and even today – regard the Liberty Memorial as a powerful symbol of and tribute to Americans who served in World War I.  

· There is no nationally recognized memorial honoring the service of Americans who served in World War I.  

· Kansas City is home to the National World War I Museum (as designated by Congress in 2004), which is adjacent to the Liberty Memorial. 

· An inscription on the Liberty Memorial tower reads, “In honor of those who served in the world war in defense of liberty and our country.”  

· Many other national monuments exist outside of Washington, DC (examples include the Mt. Rushmore National Memorial in South Dakota; the Jefferson National Expansion memorial in St. Louis, Missouri; the AIDS Memorial Grove in San Francisco, California; the Benjamin Franklin National Memorial in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the Chamizal National Memorial in Texas, etc.)  

· Not only does the Liberty Memorial already exist, it boasts an extensive and unparalleled history.  

· H.R. 1849, the World War I Memorial and Centennial Act of 2009, passed the House of Representatives on November 5, 2009, by a vote of 418-1.

Important Dates at the Liberty Memorial 
November 11,
1918 at 11am Armistice ended fighting on the Western front. 

November      
1918

Citizens gathered to gather support to create a lasting 
monument to those who serve and those who died.

1919
Campaign initiated to raise money.  In only ten days and in the middle of a deadly influenza epidemic, Kansas Citians gave generously to the fund drive, whose slogan was “Lest the Ages Forget.”

1921
Site Dedication:  Construction began with a dedication ceremony with General John J. Pershing of the United States, Admiral Lord Early Beatty of Great Britain, General Armando Diaz of Italy, Marshal Ferdinand Foch of France, and Lieutenant General Baron Jacques of Belgium.  Harry S. Truman played a high-profile role in the parade following the 1921 dedication ceremony for the Liberty Memorial.  Vice President Coolidge was also in attendance.  

1926
Armistice Day, Opening day and Dedication for the Liberty Memorial led by President Coolidge who gave a speech.  

1926-present 
Every Veterans Day has been observed at the Liberty Memorial.  

1948-present
Every Memorial Day has been observed at the Liberty Memorial.  

1961
Rededication Ceremony – President Harry S. Truman and President Dwight D. Eisenhower where in attendance.  

2002
Rededication – General Myers was Keynote, Dignitaries from Italy, France, Belgium and United Kingdom were also in attendance.  
