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Thank you, Chairman Bingaman, Ranking Member Murkowski, and Members of the Committee for the opportunity to be here today. I appreciate the opportunity to discuss S.3452 to designate the Valles Caldera National Preserve (“Preserve”) as a unit of the National Park System. 
The Incorporated County of Los Alamos, New Mexico (the “County”) strongly supports the Preserve’s inclusion in the National Park System under the management of the National Park Service as set forth in S. 3452.  In addition to the cultural and natural resources of national significance it offers, the Preserve also abounds with recreational, educational and academic research opportunities that promise to benefit both present and future generations.   
The Los Alamos community shares a border with this unique site.  We are both proud and protective of the Valles Caldera.  Those of us who have been able to gain limited access to these 89,000 acres to hike, bike, hunt, fish or photograph its beauty are eager to return and share our experience.  At the same time, there is a general understanding that access must be managed so that the assets that make this landmark so special are protected.
The permanent preservation and professional management of the Preserve would benefit not only New Mexico but also the nation at large.  Inclusion of the Preserve in the National Park System would draw a national audience to enhance the area’s recreational activity and increase visitation, resulting in support for Northern New Mexico tourism and tourism within the County.  
Although the Preserve currently contains 35 miles of designated trails and supports a spectrum of recreational activities, visitation rates for the area have remained below those typically expected for an area of this size and significance, as indicated by recent NPS findings.  Management by the NPS could expand unrestricted public access and provide for facilities essential to public enjoyment.  Increased public use of, and appreciation for, the Preserve will result in increased demand for recreation and convenience goods and related services, thereby positively impacting the Los Alamos, Jemez Springs and the Northern New Mexico economy, stimulating growth in the area, and creating sustainable economic development.  Importantly, the Preserve’s size will ensure continued support for both public enjoyment and sustainable resource protection into the future. 

Enhanced public access to the Preserve is also likely to uphold its educational, cultural and scenic values.  This relatively unspoiled resource would further expand and enhance the diversity of volcanic sites represented by other parks in the National Park System, as one of the best intact examples of a resurgent caldera in the world.  Further, the Preserve uncovers a unique cultural history with many sites of special significance to Native American communities.  There are currently 485 documented historic and archaeological sites in the Preserve.  In addition, the Preserve has set up important facilities that educate visitors and the community that must be continued such as the new Science Education Center in Jemez Springs.
On March 4th and 9th the County Council held public hearings on the Valles Caldera.  Key issues raised by the community include the need to protect the Preserve while providing access and the need to continue to permit historical hunting and fishing privileges.  Further, many people expressed the importance of providing recreational access for hiking, camping and biking access traditionally allowed by the National Park Service.  

On April 6th of this year, following weeks of extensive vetting with the public and the two formal public hearings, the County Council unanimously approved a resolution recommending the transfer of management of the Valles Caldera National Preserve from the Valles Caldera Trust to the National Park Service under the U.S. Department of the Interior—to be managed as a preserve. 
Congress has designated just a handful of preserves under the National Park Service, including New Mexico’s own White Sands National Monument.  As confirmed by the Park Service’s own assessment, the Valles Caldera’s size, configuration and relatively unspoiled landscape of mountain forests and grassland valleys ensure long-term public enjoyment and sustainable resource protection—making it a perfect fit for the National Park system.

Furthermore, the Preserve’s close proximity to the Bandelier National Monument presents a unique opportunity to consolidate management of the two areas and generate cost savings.  Joint management of these two park sites will serve to enhance communication and integrate management programs that require a regional approach, such as fire management, law enforcement, and emergency response.

As shown in the Updated Report on the NPS 1979 New Area Study, published a couple of months ago, the Preserve contains nationally significant resources, is suitable for inclusion in the National Park System, and can feasibly be managed by the NPS.  Further, there is demonstrated public interest and support for transferring the Preserve’s management to the NPS.  Thus, the Preserve meets the required criteria for inclusion in the National Park System.
  
We urge Congress to expedite the transfer of management of the Valles Caldera National Preserve to the National Park Service so that the NPS can offer responsible public access without legislative constraints as part of a temporary plan, while conducting its comprehensive, public planning process for the future.

We believe that the National Park Service’s 94 years of land planning and management experience qualifies them to ensure the Preserve's continued viability, protect local cultural heritage, and promote appreciation of and access to this precious site—by current and future generations.  

We support your effort to enact new legislation that assigns management of the Preserve to the NPS, making this the nineteenth preserve in the National Park System.
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