
May 1, 2026

Susie Wiles
White House Chief of Staff
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Wiles: 

On April 16, 2026, President Trump described skyrocketing energy prices as “fake inflation.”1 
Unfortunately for the American public, rising energy costs are all too real: in March, consumers 
saw the highest monthly increase in energy prices in more than twenty years, driven in large part 
by President Trump’s reckless, illegal war in Iran.2 As of today, a gallon of gasoline costs on 
average $4.39 – more than $1.25 per gallon higher than when President Trump took office.3

Economists are warning that the surge in energy prices will reverberate throughout the global 
economy, and the United States is not immune to the resulting inflationary effects. Already 
Americans are seeing the cost of consumer goods increase for everything from airline tickets to 
clothing and groceries. In light of this, we write to seek clarification on whether you and other 
Administration officials agree that rising energy prices are “fake” and to request additional 
information on the steps you and the President will take to lower prices for Americans.

President Trump’s war with Iran has effectively halted shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, 
removing roughly one-fifth of the world’s oil and gas supply from the market.4 Since President 
Trump first announced a ceasefire on April 7, 2026, 150 ships total have passed through the 
Strait5 – about eight per day, compared to around 130 ships per day prior to the war.6 As a direct 
result, gasoline, diesel and jet fuel prices have skyrocketed. Brent crude oil, which sets the price 
for most of the world’s traded oil, reached its highest level since 2022 – and is up more than
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60% since before the conflict began.7 And the national average U.S. gasoline price is now $4.39 
per gallon – the highest in four years and more than $1 higher per gallon than prior to the war.8 
Since the war began, American families have cumulatively spent $16 billion more on gas alone 
than they would have if President Trump had not attacked Iran.9

These energy price shocks do not stop at the gas station – they reverberate across the entire 
economy. Global jet fuel prices are up more than 70 percent since the war began, with “carriers 
everywhere…increasingly passing costs on to passengers wherever they can by raising airfares, 
charging more for bags and tacking on additional charges for fuel.”10 Diesel prices – which more 
closely reflect global supply and demand conditions than gasoline – have risen approximately 45 
percent since the start of the war.11 Diesel powers the trucks, trains, ships, and farm equipment 
that move goods across the nation’s supply chain; when diesel prices climb, so does the price of 
nearly every good sold in America.12 Shipping companies, including the U.S. Postal Service and 
Amazon, have already added fuel surcharges for shipments, and consumer prices are expected to 
continue rising.13 And the cost to produce, package, and transport food is also increasing as a 
result of higher energy prices, which will, in turn, contribute to higher grocery costs.14

The impacts of the war have already begun to show up in U.S. inflation data. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index (CPI), i nflation tripled between February and 
March, and annual inflation reached its highest level since May 2024.15 The surge in inflation 
was largely driven by energy prices, which increased 10.9 percent in March – the highest 
monthly increase in more than twenty years.16
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But despite the overwhelming evidence to the contrary, President Trump has called rising energy 
costs “fake inflation.”17 Specifically, on April 16, President Trump said “we’re having some fake 
inflation because of the fuel, the energy prices,” and asked that consumers “see what happens 
over the next week or so,” promising they would be “very impressed.”18 More than a week has 
passed since Trump made these comments, and there is no evidence that prices are stabilizing 
and nothing to impress American families. Indeed, global energy prices have actually increased 
since then. Brent crude was around $90 per barrel when President Trump made his comments – 
this week, it reached $119 per barrel.19 Dismissing the economic pain of millions of Americans 
as “fake” while offering nothing but vague reassurances is not a policy – it is an abdication of 
responsibility.

To understand what, if anything, this Administration is doing to address the surging energy 
prices its reckless and illegal war with Iran has helped create, we request answers to the 
following questions no later than May 15, 2026:

1. Is President Trump’s war with Iran increasing energy prices? If not, why not?

2. Is President Trump’s war with Iran increasing consumer prices? If not, why not?

3. On April 16, President Trump said “we’re having some fake inflation because of the fuel,
the energy prices.” Do you agree with President Trump that the highest monthly increase
in energy prices in more than twenty years is “fake inflation”? Please explain.

4. On April 16, President Trump promised Americans would be “very impressed” by energy
prices “over the next week or so.” Instead, energy prices have risen further since these
comments. Do you consider this promise to have been fulfilled? If not, when should
Americans expect to see inflation and energy prices fall? Please explain.

5. You reportedly told the President’s “advisers to bring ideas to the Oval Office to lower
gasoline prices.”20 What specific proposals have been presented to you, and how have you
advised the President on how to lower energy prices? Please explain.

6. Rising energy prices drive up costs across the U.S. economy. Please explain the impact
on each of the following areas and outline your plan to reduce those costs:

a. Transporting goods – How do fuel price increases affect the costs of goods that
are transported through the U.S., and how will you bring those costs down?

b. Packaging goods – How do energy price increases affect the costs of
manufacturing goods and materials for packaging, and how will you bring those
costs down?
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c. Groceries – How do energy price increases affect the full grocery supply chain –
from production to shelf – and how will you bring those costs down?

All Americans deserve to know what the intentions of its leaders are when it comes to activities 
that directly impact the economy. We request answers to these questions on their behalf and 
expect your prompt and attentive reply. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Warren
Ranking Member 
Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs

Martin Heinrich 
United States Senator  
Ranking Member, Committee
on Energy and Natural 
Resources




