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Hearing on Oil and Gas Infrastructure  

June 14, 2016 
 
“Madam Chairman, thank you for holding this hearing. And thank you to our witnesses for 
coming today to talk about issues associated with natural gas and oil pipelines. 
 
“Domestic production of natural gas and oil has reached record levels. This increased 
production requires a network of pipelines and other modes of transportation to ensure that 
natural gas and oil can be moved from the point of extraction to the point of consumption. In 
many instances, new pipeline capacity will be required.  
 
“But it is important to remember that we are talking about transporting toxic, highly flammable 
material hundreds, if not thousands, of miles across the United States. New pipelines must 
meet federal and state standards so that public health and safety will not be impaired. 
 
“We can always look to improve the efficiency of the pipeline siting process, but we have to 
remember not to take shortcuts. The Senate energy bill attempts to enhance coordination 
between Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and other federal and state agencies 
with responsibility for issuing permits before a new pipeline is built.   
 
“In contrast, the House-passed bill proposes to give FERC just 90 days to make a final 
decision on permit applications, no matter the complexity of the proposed pipeline or the 
potential impact on people or the environment. This is something that we cannot do.   
 
“In addition to threatening public health and safety, leaks of methane from natural gas and oil 
pipelines can also have a dramatic impact on our changing climate. In the first two decades 
after methane is released into the environment, it is 84 times more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide.   
 
“The recent leak at the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage project in California is estimated to 
have caused more damage to the environment than any other gas leak in history. The project 
emitted more greenhouse gases than even the Deepwater Horizon explosion in the Gulf of 
Mexico.     
 
“Most new interstate natural gas pipelines require multibillion dollar investments. These 
investments are recovered through rates charged to consumers signing long-term contracts. 
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“Obviously I am concerned that these multiyear contracts may delay the transition to non-fossil 
fuel alternatives.   
 
“Natural gas is a very important ‘bridge fuel,’ helping to reduce our reliance on coal, while 
bringing online greater amounts of intermittent renewable energy, such as wind and solar 
power. So we are in the middle of a revolution. And advances are being made every day to 
develop technologies improving the way we create, store and use energy that will further 
reduce the demand for fossil fuels.   
 
“We undoubtedly will need some additional natural gas pipeline capacity. As I often mention to 
the chair, my interest and support of natural gas pipelines in Alaska – but as the Department of 
Energy’s Quadrennial Energy Review suggests, we should focus first on using existing 
pipelines more efficiently and making sure that the process for granting a certificate for a new 
pipeline explores better ways to utilize existing capacity, to mitigate other issues and to make 
sure that we are making the right decision.  
 
“I want to mention, because of this health and safety issue, we were unfortunate on June 10, 
1999, to have a gasoline pipeline explosion in Bellingham, Washington, killing three children 
who were playing in Whatcom Creek. We’ve made some improvements in pipeline safety, but 
we can never forget the importance of these issues, as we continue to move forward on this. 
 
“I look forward to hearing what the witnesses have to say, Madam Chairman, and look forward 
to our discussion.” 
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