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Good morning, everyone.  The Committee will come to order as we begin our business meeting.  

We are here to report four nominations to the full Senate: 
· David Bernhardt to be Deputy Secretary of the Interior; 
· Dan Brouillette to be Deputy Secretary of Energy; and
· Neil Chatterjee and Rob Powelson to be Members of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  

I believe all four of these nominees are capable, competent, and well-qualified for the roles that  they have been selected for.  They did well at their hearings and have answered all questions submitted for the record.  

It is now incumbent on us to confirm them as soon as possible. 

Secretary Zinke and Secretary Perry need their deputies in place to help them set strategic direction and run their Departments on a day-to-day basis.  

At more than four months and counting, it is also crucial that we act swiftly to restore a working quorum at FERC.  

We will do our part here this morning, by voting to report all four nominees from our committee after establishing a quorum of our own.  

Once we achieve a quorum, I will ask members to hold their comments so that we can conduct up to four voice or roll call votes.  Once those votes are complete, I will remain here so that any members who wish to speak may do so. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Senator Cantwell, I now turn to you for your opening comments.
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