
 
 

 

 

August 23, 2021 

 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden  

President 

United States of America 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C.  

 

President Biden, 

 

We write with deep concern over your administration’s request of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 

Countries and other nations (OPEC+) to increase oil production to reduce high gasoline prices here in the United 

States.1 Simultaneously, your administration has taken legally questionable and politically motivated steps to limit 

and curtail American oil production. We find your inconsistent positions a significant threat to our nation’s energy 

security, American jobs, and our recovering economy. 

 

Prioritizing foreign oil production and imports severely weakens our energy security. By increasing our reliance 

on foreign sources, you are putting Americans at the whims of unfriendly nations. After your decision to cancel 

the Keystone XL pipeline and to forgo sanctions on entities constructing the NordStream 2 pipeline, you appear 

to have no qualms about subjecting our nation and our allies to the interests of OPEC+.  

 

While many factors determine gasoline prices, restricting safe, reliable, North American oil production will only 

exacerbate the problem of high prices. The illegal moratorium on federal oil and gas lease sales will soon result 

in production declines.2 It is confounding to us that your administration still refuses to comply with a federal court 

order to resume federal leasing, issued over two months ago,3 yet actively encourages our competitors to meet 

our nation’s energy needs. The Department of the Interior has not taken any public steps to resume leasing, 

including issuing federal oil and gas lease sale notices. Until you are prepared to properly manage our own federal 

oil and gas resources, as required by court order and federal statute, we ask that you not request that our 

competitors fill the supply gap that you have helped create.  

 

Finally, we find your request of OPEC+ to be inconsistent with your stated climate objectives. If your 

administration is serious about addressing climate change, it would meet oil demand in the cleanest way possible. 

That means encouraging production here at home. Energy producers, particularly those on federal land and waters, 

in the United States are subject to among the highest environmental standards in the world. Your administration’s 

                                                        
1 Statement by National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan on the Need for Reliable and Stable Global Energy Markets, The White House Briefing Room, August 11, 2021. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/08/11/statement-by-national-security-advisor-jake-sullivan-on-the-need-for-reliable-and-stable-

global-energy-markets/?source=email 

2 Considine, Timothy, “The Fiscal and Economic Impacts of Federal Onshore Oil and Gas 

Lease Moratorium and Drilling Ban Policies”, University of Wyoming, December 14, 2020.  https://www.wyoenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Final-Report-

Federal-Leasing-Drilling-Ban-Policies-121420.pdf 
3 State of Louisiana, et al. v. Biden, et al. No. 2:21-CV-00778 (D. W. LA. 2021), https://legacy-assets.eenews.net/open_files/assets/2021/06/16/document_ew_01.pdf 



approach to energy production will shift production to countries with less stringent standards, send 

high paying jobs overseas, weaken our nation’s energy security, and put our nation at a competitive 

disadvantage.  

 

Your Administration’s request to OPEC+ will strengthen their economies, while weakening ours. 

We ask that your Administration cease making these ill-advised requests to the international 

energy community and immediately resume robust federal oil and gas leasing here at home. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 John Barrasso, M.D. John Hoeven 

 Ranking Member U.S. Senator 

 

 

               
 

 Lisa Murkowski Cindy Hyde-Smith 

  U.S. Senator U.S. Senator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Steve Daines James Lankford  

 U.S. Senator U.S. Senator 

 

 

cc: The Honorable Debra Haaland, Secretary of the Interior 

 

 


