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President Obama recently announced his intention to lock up millions of acres of land and vast energy
resources in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) by designating the area as wilderness.
While the Wilderness Act requires the President to obtain congressional approval for wilderness
designation, the Department of the Interior is expected to begin managing ANWR as wilderness
pursuant to its upcoming conservation plan. As a result, millions of acres of land and billions of barrels of
recoverable oil will become off limits to legitimate development against the will of an overwhelming
majority of Alaskans. Here are a few facts to consider:

1. The federal government owns 60 percent of Alaska. Alaska contains 365 million acres of land. The
federal government owns 222 million of those acres, or an area larger than the combined size of
California, Oregon, and Washington State.’ The National Park Service and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service manage about half of the federal land for resource protection and wildlife conservation.’

2. ANWR spans an area larger than many U.S. states. ANWR spans 19.2 million acres of land. That’s an
area eight times larger than Yellowstone National Park or about the size of South Carolina.?

3. Congress limited energy exploration to a small portion of ANWR. In 1980, Congress set aside 1.5
million acres of land on the north slope of ANWR for further study related to energy development.
That small segment became known as the “1002 Area.”” It comprises only about 7 percent of ANWR.

4. Developing oil in ANWR would impose only a small footprint. Under leading proposals for
developing energy in ANWR, production and support facilities would require a footprint of only
2,000 acres within the 1002 Area.” That amounts to .01 percent of ANWR’s land area.

5. ANWR contains a vast amount of oil resources. ANWR is believed to contain about 10.4 billion
barrels of technically recoverable oil within the 1.5 million acres of the 1002 Area.® The Energy
Information Administration (EIA) estimates that ANWR would produce around 1 million barrels of oil
per day.’

6. ANWR development is profitable even at today’s reduced prices. The EIA estimates that more than
80 percent of technically recoverable oil is commercially developable at an oil price under $40 per
barrel.® That would value the oil resources in ANWR between $180 billion and $500 billion.’

7. Opening ANWR would create tens of billions of dollars in new revenues. Tax and royalty revenues
from leasing in ANWR would likely total between $90 and $190 billion over a 30-year production
. 10
period.

8. Alaskans strongly support ANWR oil exploration. Tracking polls conducted over many years have
demonstrated upwards of 78 percent support among Alaskans.™
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