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Chairman Daines, Ranking Member King, and members of the Subcommittee, thank you for the
opportunity to present the Department of the Interior’s views on S. 3505, a bill to provide for
partnerships among State and local governments, regional entities, and the private sector to
preserve, conserve, and enhance the visitor experience at nationally significant battlefields of the
American Revolution, War of 1812, and Civil War, and for other purposes.

The Department does not support enacting S. 3505. The Department recognizes the need to
proactively preserve and protect nationally significant battlefields of the American Revolution,
War of 1812, and Civil War and successfully achieves these goals through the American
Battlefield Protection Program. The authorization of additional appropriations is not needed at
this time.

S. 3505 would authorize appropriations of $20,000,000 to the Secretary for each fiscal year
through 2028 to provide funding to State and local governments to acquire interests in eligible
sites for their preservation and protection. The legislation would allow the use of up to ten
percent of the annual appropriation for projects other than land acquisition. These projects
include up to $1,000,000 awarded through a competitive grant process to non-profit
organizations for programs and projects that improve battlefield interpretive and educational
assets and technologies and up to $1,000,000 awarded through a competitive grant process to
non-profit organizations for the restoration of land preserved through the Battlefield Land
Acquisition Program to its historic appearance.

The American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) was authorized by Congress in 1996 and
directed the Secretary to encourage, support, assist, recognize, and work in partnership with
citizens, Federal, State, local, and tribal governments, other public entities, educational
institutions, and private nonprofit organizations in identifying, researching, evaluating,
interpreting, and protecting historic battlefields. The law authorized annual appropriations of
$3,000,000 to carry out this purpose as part of the national historic preservation program through
a variety of financial assistance mechanisms.

The program was amended in 2002 to direct the Secretary to establish a battlefield land
acquisition grant program, and authorized an annual appropriation of $10,000,000 to provide
grants to state and local governments to acquire interests in eligible Civil War battlefields for



their preservation and protection. This program is authorized through FY 2021. Additionally,
Congress expanded eligibility for the established battlefield land acquisition program to
qualifying sites identified in the National Park Service’s report on the Revolutionary War and
War of 1812.

The ABPP annually awards Battlefield Preservation Planning Grants to Federal, state, tribal, and
local governments and nonprofit/educational institutions to support planning and preservation
projects, including interpretation and education programs, at historic battlefields. Any battlefield
on American soil is eligible for this grant source. Approximately 18 to 25 Planning Grants are
awarded each fiscal year. Since 1993, ABPP has awarded more than 625 Battlefield
Preservation Grants, totaling close to $22 million, for the preservation and interpretation of more
than 300 battlefields in nearly every state and in four U.S. territories.

ABPP also awards money from the Land and Water Conservation Fund for Battlefield Land
Acquisition grants to assist state and local governments in preserving threatened battlefields.
Quialified grants, which require a dollar-for-dollar non-Federal match, are awarded on a rolling
basis and prioritize significant and/or threatened properties. The program works with State
Historic Preservation Officers to ensure that appropriate protections are legally executed to
ensure the preservation of historic resources in perpetuity. Approximately 25 to 30 grants are
awarded each fiscal year. The ABPP has awarded 389 grants to date, totaling over $125 million.
Through these successful preservation partnerships, the program has leveraged over $158.8
million in matching funds resulting in the protection of over 31,000 acres at 120 battlefields in
19 states.

Current authorized appropriations for both the Battlefield Preservation Planning grants and the
Battlefield Land Acquisition grants are adequate to meet grant requests. Congress annually has
appropriated approximately $1.2 million for Battlefield Preservation Planning Grants, which has
been sufficient to award grants to all eligible applicants. Similarly, the land acquisition grants
program annual appropriation of $10 million has been meeting current demand and the program
currently has a funding carryover balance of approximately $12.9 million.

If the committee decides to act on this legislation, the Department would support the extension of
current authorization for the existing preservation and land acquisition grant programs. The
Department would recommend amendments to support the proposed use of funding for the most
appropriate treatment of historic properties preserved through Battlefield Land Acquisitions
grants, including but not limited to battlefield restoration, in order to protect commemorative and
historically significant resources.

We would be happy to work with the Committee on language for our recommended
amendments.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my statement. | would be pleased to answer any questions you or
other members of the Subcommittee may have.



