
The Sportsmen’s Act Bill Summary 
Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act Reauthorization (FTFLA):  
This section reauthorizes the BLM’s authority to sell land to private land owners, counties, 
companies and others for ranching, community development and various projects. This “Land 
for Land” approach creates jobs and generates funding for BLM, USFS, NPS and USFWS to 
acquire critical in-holdings from willing sellers. The sales revenue allows agencies to acquire 
high priority lands with important wildlife habitat value and recreational access for hunting and 
fishing.  
 
Polar Bear Conservation and Fairness Act:   
This bill allows for the Secretary to authorize permits for re-importation of legally harvested 
Polar Bears from approved populations in Canada before the 2008 ban.   
 
Permanent Electronic Duck Stamp Act: 
This legislation would grant the Secretary of the Interior permanent authority to authorize any 
state to issue electronic duck stamps. It also outlines electronic duck stamp application 
requirements.  
 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act Reauthorization (NAWCA): 
This section reauthorizes the North American Wetlands Conservation Act for another five years. 
NAWCA is a voluntary land-owner friendly initiative that uses incentives to provide valuable 
matching grants that leverage federal dollars to protect habitat that is critically important for 
migratory birds, such as ducks and other wildlife.  Over the last 20 years, NAWCA has 
completed over 2,000 conservation project to protect 26.5 million acres of habitat.  This 
voluntary program has over 4,500 partners and has leveraged nearly 3 dollars for every dollar 
spent by the federal government.   
 
The Hunting, Fishing and Recreational Shooting Protection Act:   
This section specifically excludes ammo and fishing tackle from the Toxic Substances Control 
Act, leaving decisions about tackle to State Fish and Game Agencies and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, who currently regulate ammo and tackle.  The EPA has denied petitions to regulate 
tackle and ammo under TSCA in 1994 and again in 2011.  This codifies that the EPA does not 
have the ability to regulate tackle.  This includes a savings clause for local, state and other 
federal regulations. 
 
Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage and Opportunities Act: 
This provision would protect the public right to engage in recreational hunting, fishing, and 
shooting on federal lands. It mandates that lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management 
and the U.S. Forest Service be open to recreational hunting, fishing, and shooting unless 
specifically closed by the agencies. It also supports Executive Order 13443, which directs federal 
land management agencies to facilitate the expansion and enhancement of hunting on federal 
lands, and ensures sound scientific management of wildlife and their habitat.  
 
 



Bows Transported through National Parks:  
This provision clarifies the 2007 legislation, and will allow bows to be transported across 
national park lands.  Currently, firearms can be legally transported, but not bows.  This poses a 
practical problem for bow hunters who want to legally hunt on Forest Service or BLM lands, but 
must cross National Park Service Lands. 
 
Target Practice and Marksmanship Training Support Act:   
Amends the Pittman-Robertson Act by adjusting the funding limitations.  This allows states more 
funds available for a longer period of time for the creation and maintenance of shooting ranges.  
The bill encourages federal land agencies to cooperate with state and local authorities to maintain 
shooting ranges and limits liability for these agencies.  
 
Recreational Lands Self-Defense Act: 
This legislation prohibits the Secretary of the Army from promulgating or enforcing any 
regulation that prohibits an individual from possessing a firearm at a water resources 
development project administered by the Chief of Engineers if: (1) the individual is not 
otherwise prohibited by law from possessing the firearm, and (2) the possession of the firearm is 
in compliance with the law of the state in which the project is located.  
 
Duck Stamp Subsistence Waiver: 
This provision would grant the Secretary of the Interior the authority to make limited waivers of 
Duck Stamp requirements for certain subsistence users. 
  
Public Lands Filming: 
This legislation directs the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture (the 
Secretary), for any film crew of five persons or fewer, to require a permit and assess an annual 
fee of $200 for commercial filming activities or similar projects on federal lands and waterways 
administered by the Secretary. Prohibits the Secretary, for persons holding such a permit, from 
assessing any additional fee for commercial filming activities and similar projects that occur in 
those areas during those hours. Bars the Secretary from prohibiting, as a mechanized apparatus 
or under any other purposes, the use of cameras or related equipment used for commercial 
filming activities or similar projects in accordance with this Act on federal lands and waterways 
administered by the Secretary.  


