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42. Please prepare a log of every contact between a current or former FERC employee and any reporter or journalist with any 
print or electronic news media organization regarding the FERC Study, including the name of the current or former FERC 
employee, the name and affiliation of the reporter or journalist, the date of the contact, the specific subject of the contact, 
whether the FERC employee provided access to and/or a copy of any FERC document related to the FERC Study to a 
reporter or journalist, whether the contact was reported to any other FERC employee (and if so, to whom?) and whether 
another FERC employee directed that the contact be made (and if so, who was it?). 
 
A.  On January 31, 2014 and February 25, 2014, Rebecca Smith of The Wall Street Journal filed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests for information regarding the FERC Study.  Ms. Smith has contacted Office of External Affairs regarding her FOIA request 
several times.  Those contacts are not listed below. No documents have been released pursuant to these FOIA requests.   
 
Name of 
current or 
former FERC 
employee 

Name and 
affiliation of 
the reporter or 
journalist 

Date of 
the 
contact 

Specific subject of the 
contact 

Whether the FERC 
employee provided 
access to and/or a 
copy of any FERC 
document related to 
the FERC Study 

Whether the 
contact was 
reported to any 
other FERC 
employee (and if 
so, to whom?) 

Whether 
another FERC 
employee 
directed that the 
contact be made 
(and if so, who 
was it?) 

Then-
Chairman 
Wellinghoff 

Bloomberg 
New Energy 
Finance 
Summit 

04/23/13 Speech at event with 
media present discussing 
information from of 
Second PowerPoint 
presentation. 
Reported in SNL Energy 
on April 24, 2013 

No No No 

Then-
Chairman 
Wellinghoff 
call to Rebecca 
Smith  
 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

06/13/13 This information is not 
available to current staff 

This information is 
not available to 
current staff 

This information 
is not available to 
current staff 

No  
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Name of 
current or 
former FERC 
employee 

Name and 
affiliation of 
the reporter or 
journalist 

Date of 
the 
contact 

Specific subject of the 
contact 

Whether the FERC 
employee provided 
access to and/or a 
copy of any FERC 
document related to 
the FERC Study 

Whether the 
contact was 
reported to any 
other FERC 
employee (and if 
so, to whom?) 

Whether 
another FERC 
employee 
directed that the 
contact be made 
(and if so, who 
was it?) 

Mary 
O’Driscoll 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

12/16/13 Request interview with 
Joseph McClelland re: 
Metcalf 
 
Request denied 
 

No Len Tao No  

Mary 
O’Driscoll 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

1/27/14 Request for interview 
with Joseph McClelland 
re: Metcalf 
 
Request initially denied 

No Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart 

No  

Mary 
O’Driscoll 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

2/3/14 Request to interview 
Joseph McClelland re: 
Metcalf (follow-up from 
1/27/14 call, below) 
 
Request denied 

No Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart 

No  

Joseph 
McClelland 
and Mary 
O'Driscoll 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

02/03/14 General discussion of 
FERC’s approach to 
physical security; 
Discussion of need for 
confidentiality of FERC 
modelling 

No Acting Chairman 
LaFleur, Office of 
External Affairs 

Acting 
Chairman 
LaFleur 

Craig Cano Pete Behr, 2/5/14 Request to talk with No Len Tao No  
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Name of 
current or 
former FERC 
employee 

Name and 
affiliation of 
the reporter or 
journalist 

Date of 
the 
contact 

Specific subject of the 
contact 

Whether the FERC 
employee provided 
access to and/or a 
copy of any FERC 
document related to 
the FERC Study 

Whether the 
contact was 
reported to any 
other FERC 
employee (and if 
so, to whom?) 

Whether 
another FERC 
employee 
directed that the 
contact be made 
(and if so, who 
was it?) 

EnergyWire Joseph McClelland about 
FERC study of grid 
vulnerabilities  
 
Request denied 
 

Mary 
O’Driscoll 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

2/10/14 Request for interview 
someone for a story on 
grid security 
 
Request denied 
 

 Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart 

No  

Acting 
Chairman 
LaFleur 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

02/11/14 FERC response to 
Metcalf; Discussion of 
need for confidentiality 
of FERC modelling; 
Transformer manufacture 
and inventory;  NERC 
standards process  

No Office of External 
Affairs 

No 

Mary 
O’Driscoll 

Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

3/3/14 Seeking response to 
questions about a FERC 
study that shows taking 
out nine substations 
creates a nationwide 

No Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart, Cheryl 
LaFleur, David 
Morenoff, Joseph 
McClelland, 

No  



Attachment Question 42 
 

Page 4 of 5 
 

Name of 
current or 
former FERC 
employee 

Name and 
affiliation of 
the reporter or 
journalist 

Date of 
the 
contact 

Specific subject of the 
contact 

Whether the FERC 
employee provided 
access to and/or a 
copy of any FERC 
document related to 
the FERC Study 

Whether the 
contact was 
reported to any 
other FERC 
employee (and if 
so, to whom?) 

Whether 
another FERC 
employee 
directed that the 
contact be made 
(and if so, who 
was it?) 

blackout 
 
Mary O’Driscoll 
responded that the 
information was not 
widely shared and was 
protected under CEII. 
 

Michael Bardee 

Len Tao Rebecca 
Smith, WSJ 

3/6/14 Request for comment on 
quotes from an internal 
email that she intended to 
publish with attribution 
 
See response to question 
22 for response to 
request. 

No Jette Gebhart, 
Joshua Konecni 

No  

Mary 
O’Driscoll 
 

FOX News 
CNN 
CBS News 
 

3/12/14 Seeking copy of FERC 
report outlined in WSJ 
article 
 
Request denied 
 

No Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart 

No FERC 
employee 
directed that the 
contact be made 

Mary 
O’Driscoll 

Pete Behr, 
EnergyWire 

3/13/14 Request for response to 
WSJ story 

No Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart 

No  
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Name of 
current or 
former FERC 
employee 

Name and 
affiliation of 
the reporter or 
journalist 

Date of 
the 
contact 

Specific subject of the 
contact 

Whether the FERC 
employee provided 
access to and/or a 
copy of any FERC 
document related to 
the FERC Study 

Whether the 
contact was 
reported to any 
other FERC 
employee (and if 
so, to whom?) 

Whether 
another FERC 
employee 
directed that the 
contact be made 
(and if so, who 
was it?) 

Hannah 
Northey, 
Greenwire 
Jeff Beattie, 
The Energy 
Daily 
Darius Dixon, 
POLITICO 
Bobby 
McMahon, 
Platts 
 

 
Request denied 
 

Craig Cano Katherine 
Tweed, IEEE 
Spectrum 

3/24/14 Request for confirmation 
of WSJ story details 
 
Request denied 
 

No  Len Tao, Jette 
Gebhart 

No  

 


