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Mr. Chairman and Senator Johnson:

The West River/Lyman-Jones (WR/LJ) Rural Water system is a component of the Mni Wiconi Water Supply System authorized by Congress in 1988.  My name is Jake Fitzgerald and I am the WR/LJ Manager.

I thank you for the honor of testifying before your Committee and reporting on the progress and success of WR/LJ and the Mni Wiconi project.  We are a regional water supply project serving over 12,000 square miles in semi-arid Western South Dakota.  We are currently under construction.  However, in spite of being authorized almost 20 years ago and under construction for 15 years we are truly a success story.
Water is essential to the economic viability of western South Dakota.  However, residents and livestock in the WR/LJ service area suffered with limited water supplies and unacceptable water quality since their lands were homesteaded in the early 1900’s.  The people were required to haul drinking water from community sources that did not meet current Safe Drinking Water Act standards.  Ranchers would sell off their livestock at reduced prices with each drought cycle and then work to restore their herds when the stock ponds were filled again.

This began to change for the WR/LJ area in 1993 with pipeline construction and a limited supply of the famous “Wall Drug” water.  We are now in our 15th year of construction.  The appropriations have always been less than what we hoped for but every new connection served increases the regional project benefits and brings us closer to completion.  Since the “Turn Dirt” ceremony in Wall in 1993 the WR/LJ system has installed over 3,100 miles of pipeline and is now delivering adequate supplies of quality water to 13 communities, 2,500 individual rural connections and the Badlands National Park.  This project has been a Godsend during what is now the 8th year of sustained drought.
The Mni Wiconi project would not have been possible without the combined Federal, State and water user funding partnership and the Tribal and non-Tribal cooperative efforts.  WR/LJ Directors and the Mni Wiconi Tribal leadership understood the hardship and economic instability brought on by unreliable supplies of poor quality water.  They took their problem to State Government and Congressional leaders and asked for assistance.  They took water samples and this piece of pipe to demonstrate the severity of their problem.  This piece of pipe is plugged with Gypsum found naturally in a local well.

Congress responded with project authorization in 1988 and Federal funding based on Congressional assessment of our ability to pay and the requirement for a non-Federal cost share.  The State of South Dakota responded with a loan on terms that we could afford.  The Tribal and non-Tribal sponsors, under the oversight responsibility of the Bureau of Reclamation, worked together to build the project.

Congress and the Federal Agencies have set standards for drinking water quality to safeguard the people of this country.  Public water supplies are required to meet those standards.  Individual water supplies; rural residents, farmers and ranchers, are not covered by the standards.  In many locations it is not economically feasible to treat the local public water supply to SDWA standards.

A regional water supply project is the solution to providing safe and dependable water supplies in many parts of the semi-arid West.  A reliable supply of quality drinking water is essential to the health of local residents and the traveling public.  A reliable supply of quality drinking water is essential to the livestock industry.  The Mni Wiconi Water Supply Project is meeting those regional water supply requirements in Southwestern South Dakota.

On behalf of the WR/LJ membership and your constituents in the Mni Wiconi project area I thank you and your Congressional colleagues for your continuing support of the Mni Wiconi project.  I urge you to continue Congressional support of the Bureau of Reclamation’s implementation of the Rural Water Supply Act of 2006.   
